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These are still further divided and classified under 14 types of climate. For 
example, the warm temperate provinces are classified under the headings: 
Arizonan type, Californian type, Plata type, Floridan type. Under Arizonan 
type, for example, he includes Arizona, the Sahara, the arid part of Peru, the 
Kalahari, and Central Australia. 

Necessarily the boundary lines between both the main climatic provinces 
and the sub-provinces are somewhat arbitrarily drawn, and differences of opin- 
ion would arise regarding the placing of the boundary lines and possibly re- 
garding the naming and classification of the climatic types selected. There are 
inherent difficulties connected with writing a regional geography in the limited 
•pace imposed by a high school text-book. It is doubtful if any system of 
natural divisions, either climatic or physiographic, could be adopted which 
would be thoroughly satisfactory. Perhaps Prof. Dryer's plan is as good as 
any. Half-tones are sparingly used, but black and white maps appear on 
nearly every page and they are thoroughly useful, unquestionably more useful 
than mere pictures. One excellent feature of the book is the emphasis which the 
author places upon the life of the people in the various parts of the world, 
and the influence of geographical environment upon the people. Some of the 
illustrative paragraphs in small type are exceedingly interesting and are sure 
to impress the principles which they illustrate. 

On the whole, the book is a most encouraging beginning in the new field 
of regional geography for high school students, and we predict for it a wide 
use. R. H. Whitbeck. 

A Class Book of Practical Geography. By Ernest Young and J. Fa'r- 
grieve. viiandi6opp. Maps, ills. George Philip & Son, Ltd., London, ign. 
is. 6d. 7^x5. 

The one-hundred and eighty-seven exercises of this book are divided into 
three general classes; forty-five are given to climate, fifty-two to the shape 
of the earth and the remaining ninety to maps and map making. Tempera- 
ture, thermometers, isotherms, marine influences, altitude, slopes, ocean cur- 
rents, pressure, winds, rain, the weather map and local climate are the main 
topics treated under climate. Part II includes exercises upon the shape of 
the earth, latitude and longitude, direction, length of day, day and night, the 
seasons and longitude and time. Part III includes chain, prismatic compass, 
and plane table surveying, map projections, representation of heights, meas- 
urements of heights and exercises on ordnance maps. 

Brief explanations precede most of the topics but they are hardly so com- 
prehensive that a textbook may be dispensed with. Test questions taken from 
various public examinations follow the topics. The book differs from cur- 
rent American manuals in its emphasis upon instrumental surveying and map- 
making and its total absence of physiographic exercises. F. V. Emerson. 

Blackie's Elementary Regional and Practical Geographies. By 

David Frew. The British Isles, 80 pp., 6d.; British Empire Over Seas, 96 pp., 
8d. ; England, 96 pp., 7^x5^, 8d.; Europe, 80 pp., 6d. Blackie & Son, 
London, 191 1. Maps in each. 7x5 each. 

Each region in the series is treated under the heads: Position, build 
(structure), surface, drainage, climate, people, productions and soils, com- 
merce and manufactures. This admirable plan is carried out rather faith- 
fully but so much material is included that the books are rather encyclopedic 
in character. A commendable feature is the attempt to explain people and 
towns with respect to their geographic environment. The volume on England 
covers less ground and is therefore by far the most satisfactory. Maps and 
diagrams are freely used and in general they well illustrate their topics 
although some are poorly drawn and lettered. 

The large number of facts, although plainly stated, throws upon the 
teacher a heavy burden of elimination and selection, for it is scarcely con- 
ceivable that the average child can remember, much less assimilate, all of 
them. The present tendency in American school geography is toward the 
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selection and emphasis of vital facts and books of this type would not be 
useful except for the teacher. As reference books where important facts can 
be easily and quickly found these books will be very useful. 

F. V. Emerson. 

Geography by Grades. By Harmon B. Niver and Edward D. Farrell. 
Grade 5A : North America, United States, vi and 146 pp. ; 5B : United States, 
vi and 122 pp.; 6A. Canada, Newfoundland, Mexico, West Indies, Central 
America, South America, 163 pp.; 6B: Europe, 180 pp.: North America, 
United States and its Dependencies, 305 pp.; 7B: Asia, Africa, Australia and 
Oceania, 242 pp., index. Maps, ills, and appendices in each. Hinds, Noble 
& Eldredge, New York, 1911. 8x6. 

Volume 5A gives a brief account of the several states including surface 
and climate, products and industries, cities, and history and distinguished 
citizens. Volume 5B treats the states in the usual groups, the North Atlantic, 
South Atlantic, etc. Following this are interesting brief studies of the fol- 
lowing somewhat typical states: Massachusetts, a manufacturing state; Penn- 
sylvania, a coal state; Virginia, a tobacco state; Louisiana, a sugar state; 
Mississippi, a cotton state; Illinois, a prairie state; Minnesota, a wheat state; 
Colorado, a mining state; California, a fruit state. Canada and South Amer- 
ica in Volume 6A and Europe in Volume 6B, are treated in the same general 
fashion as in Volume 5A. The illustrations are fairly well chosen, but it 
seems of doubtful value to include the state houses of each state since, if for 
no other reason, they are largely built on the same plan. Volume 7A treats 
North America and the United States more extensively. About one-third is 
given to chapters on industries, cities, products and commerce and the remain- 
der to descriptions of individual states. Volume 7B treats of Asia, Africa and 
Oceania. 

The dominant treatment in this series is factual and economic. Explana- 
tory treatment is found but to a small extent on the economic, and scarcely 
at all on the physiographic side. Thus the supremacy of Pennsylvania in 
iron production is explained by the meeting of the Lake Superior ore with 
the cheap coal of that state. On the other hand, the commerce and manufac- 
tures of New York City are described, but the great westward gateway 
through the Mohawk Gap, the factor which explains the predominance of the 
city, is unmentioned. Statistics are quoted as to the manufacture of flour in 
Minneapolis, but there is no word of the importance of the water power at the 
Falls of St. Anthony. 

The content of geography in elementary schools cannot be said to be fixed. 
Whether it will be factual with emphasis on location as of old or with 
emphasis on the commercial side or will include both with emphasis on rela- 
tions, remains to be seen. This series of books is a well worked out con- 
tribution to a moderately commercial treatment of geography. 

F. V. Emerson. 

The Elements of Geography. By Rollin D. Salisbury, Harlan H. Barrows 
and Walter S. Tower, ix and 616 pp. Maps, ills., index. Henry Holt & Co., 
New York, 1912. $1.50. 8x5^. 

This is the second of the new type of geographies to appear. The book is 
a distinct departure from anything that has thus far been written in America. 
Of its twenty-one chapters covering about six hundred pages, only three chap- 
ters are devoted to physiography of the lands. Strictly speaking, only Chapter 
3 deals with physiography of the lands, Chapter 1 being entitled The Nature 
of Geography, and Chapter 2, Earth Relations. Other chapters, however, 
include more or less physiography. Climate is treated with unusual fullness, 
receiving eight chapters or nearly 175 pages. Unquestionably, climate and 
its influences are entitled to a rather large proportion of space in a text- 
book of geography. Careful reading of these chapters, however, leaves 
the impression that details are introduced which tend to make the subject- 



